PLATT,   HOUSMAN AND  KER
with the twenty-sixth canto of the Inferno. How it came
about I cannot remember, but I do not forget the sound of
his beautiful Italian when he took the book and began at the
goth line, the speech of Ulysses. It was a fitting introduction,
though one could not know it at the time. He did not live
to be cvecchio e tarde3, but like Ulysses he could not have
outlived the desire for further adventures in unknown seas;
to the end he too must have followed Virtute e conoscenza3.
He translated as he went along, simply and clearly bringing
out the weirdness of the end, the wind blowing from the
mountain island, the ship turning three times round and
sinking by the bow. And then he quoted rather solemnly the
last verses of the Ship of the Fiend, bringing out the awsome-
ness of that other shipwreck when
He struck the main mast wi' his hand,
The foremast wi} his knee;
The gallant ship was broken in twain,
And sank into the sea.
Ballads were then, as always, running in his head, snatches
from them were frequent on his lips. ...
I think we looked on him mainly as a humorist of a fine and
unusual kind. My mother delighted in his dry comments,
and my six-year-old brother used to borrow an eyeglass that
he might invent catastrophic situations and Mr. Ker's
demeanour under them.1
It was a dozen years later, and Ker had left Cardiff and had
been for a year Professor of English Literature in University
College, London, when Sellar, who had been working hard
upon his book, Horace and the Elegiac Poets, fell ill, one September
evening, with a chill, which led to his death a few weeks later.
It was Sellar's wish that Ker should edit his unfinished work.
Mrs. MacCunn permits me to publish a portion of the letter
which Ker wrote after the death of her father:
... I cannot think of your father now with any other
feeling than that of thanks and praise for all he has been to
me and of great reverence in the face of all the mysteries.
I have learned a great deal from your father; he thought
1 Our Friend W. P., p. 49.
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